Topic work group «Energy» of Serbian civil sector, at its meeting held on May 26, 2007, within the preparation for the incoming IV Pan-European Ministry Conference «Life Environment for Europe» passed the following joint 

D E C L A R A T I O N

In accordance with general strategy of rejoining our country to the European Union family, civil organisations in Serbia working in the field of energetics commit themselves to focus their activities on better understanding, education and promotion of energy efficiency and renewable energy sustainable technologies.
Having in mind that production, transport and usage of energy are one of the greatest threats to the sustainable life environment and being familiar with energetics situation in Serbia and with international trends of transfer from conventional sources of energy to renewable sources and energy efficacy measures, we propose that:
-New investments in energetics infrastructure in Serbia should be in accordance with above mentioned trends. 

-Major portion of financial resources in energetics should be directed to the protection of life environment. Respecting basic principle «polluter pays» we believe that paying all so-called external expenses of energetics production and usage will help redirecting energetics and transport sector from the usage of fossil fuels to the renewable sources of energy and energy efficiency. In that way, significant financial resources would be provided for the protection and sustainability of life environment.
-Availability of sustainable sources of energy should be increased. However, its usage should not lead to the rise of poverty. In our opinion, an important indicator of energetics sector is availability of energy from strategically planned sources. That is the reason why we are against the planning of energetics sector in Serbia which takes into consideration only the development of fossil fuels based energetics  neglecting the urgent necessity for the transfer to renewable sources. Above all, we have in mind plans for accelerated gasification of Serbia and extremely negative trends in transport sector of Serbia (dramatic increase of the number of kilometers per ton of transported goods together with dramatic increase of CO2 emission).
-Legal rules and sublegal acts for energy efficiency and renewable energy should be urgently passed by Parliament.
-The public should be increasingly informed and educated about energy efficiency and usage of renewable  sources of energy. In our opinion, a very important factor for accomplishing the aim of sustainable development in the field of energetics is education from the youngest to the oldest in order to understand the necessity for a strong change in the way of thinking and behavior in energetics production and usage.

-Cooperation between government and civil sector should be more direct and focused on practice.

We ask Government of the Republic of Serbia to support the creation of legal and financial frames for a massive increase of investments in energy efficiency and renewable sources of energy. At the same time, we want Government to create encouraging measurements in order to attract foreign and home financial institutions, firms as well as individual users of energy to invest and support the development of sustainable energetics sector (energy efficiency and  renewable sources of energy).

